Notice of Availability of Draft Environnmental | npact

St at enent/ Envi ronnmental | npact Report for the Trinity River

Mai nstem Fi shery Restoration (State C earinghouse No. 94123009)
and Extension of Tinme for Comrents From Decenber 8, 1999 to
Decenber 20, 1999.

ACTI ON: Notice of availability for public comrent.

SUMVARY: This notice announces the availability of a joint draft
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent/Environnmental |npact Report
(DEI'S'EIR) for the Trinity River Mainstem Fishery Restoration
The U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service (Service), U S. Bureau of

Recl amati on, Hoopa Valley Tribe and Trinity County prepared a
DEI S/EIR to assist the Secretary of the Interior in devel oping
recommendati ons for permanent instreamfishery flow requirenents,
habitat restoration projects, and operating criteria and
procedures for Trinity River Division of the Central Valley
Project, California, necessary for the restoration and

mai nt enance of natural production of anadronous fish in the
Trinity River. Such recomrendations are required by: the January
14, 1981, U.S. Interior Secretarial Decision that initiated the
Trinity River Flow Evaluation; the Trinity Ri ver Basin Fish and
Wl dlife Managenent Act (Managenent Act) (Pub. L. 98-541); and
the Central Valley Project |Inprovenent Act (CVPIA) (Pub. L. 102-
575, Sec. 3406(b)(23)).

DATES: The comment period began on Cctober 22, 1999 when the
State C earinghouse received the Draft EISEIR  The deadline for
comments has been extended fromthe Decenber 8, 1999 deadli ne
stated in the Federal Register Notice dated Cctober 19, 1999

(Vol unme 64, Nunber 201, Pages 56364-56365) to Decenber 20, 1999.
Oral or witten comments on this DEIS/EIR may be provided at any
of the four public hearings. Joint NEPA/ CEQA public hearings wll
be held from1-3 p.m and from6-8 p.m for each of the foll ow ng
dates and | ocati ons:

Tuesday, Novenber 16, 1999 at the Holiday |Inn Appal oosa Room
1900 Hilltop Drive, Redding, California

Thur sday, Novenber 18, 1999 at the Sacramento Grand Bal |l room 629
J Street, Sacranento, California

Tuesday, Novenber 23, 1999 at the Eureka Inn Col onnade Room 518
7th Street, Eureka, California

The Trinity County Board of Supervisors wll also hold a CEQA-
only public hearing to receive public comments on Decenber 7,

1999, from7-9 p.m at the Trinity County Library, 211 N. Min
St., Weaverville, California. Persons w shing to provide ora
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coments on the EI'S portion of the docunent should nmake their
comments at the other three joint public hearings.

ADDRESSES: Witten comments regarding the DEI'S/EIR shoul d be
addressed to M. Joe Polos, Fish and Wldlife Service, 1125 16th
Street, Room 209, Arcata, CA 95521. Witten comments may al so be
sent by facsimle to (707) 822-8411. Pl ease see Additional
Addresses in the SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON section for additional
information on the availability of the DEl S/EIR

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Joe Pol os, Fish and Wldlife
Service, 1125 16th Street, Room 209, Arcata, CA 95521 (707) 822-
7201 or Tom Stokely, Trinity County Planning Departnent, Natural
Resources Division, P.O Box 156, 98A dinic Ave., Hayfork, CA
96041- 0156 (530) 628-5949.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI OV PRQJIECT DESCRI PTI ON

In 1992, the Central Valley Project |Inprovenment Act (CVPIA)
(Public Law 102-575) was passed. Section 3406(b)(23) of the CVPI A
provi des, through the Trinity Rver Division (TRD) of the CVP, an
instreamrel ease of not |ess than 340,000 acre-feet of water into
the Trinity River to neet Federal trust responsibilities to
protect fishery resources of the Hoopa Valley Tribe and to neet
the fishery restoration goals of Managenent Act. The
recommendations for mainstem Trinity R ver fishery restoration

wi |l be devel oped after appropriate consultations wth Federal
State, Tribal, |local agencies, and affected interests, and after
conpl etion of the Flow Evaluation Study. To restore the natura
production of anadronous fish in the Trinity R ver in accordance
with the 1981 Secretarial Decision, the Managenment Act, and the
CVPI A, the DEIS/EIR analyzes the inpacts of the follow ng Project
| ocated within the Trinity R ver basin, California (Project
Description):

(1) Increased instreamreleases into the Trinity River to
provi de anadronous fish habitat and restore fluvial processes,

(2) Inplenmentation of a channel rehabilitation programin the
mai nstem Trinity R ver between Lewi ston Dam and the North Fork
Trinity River confl uence,

(3) Inplenmentation of a spawni ng gravel supplenentation
program downstream of Lew ston Dam

(4) Inplenmentation of a watershed rehabilitation programin
the Trinity R ver basin below Lewiston Damand in the tributary
wat er sheds, and

(5) Inplenentation of an Adaptive Managenent Program

On Cctober 12, 1994, a notice was published in the Federal
Regi ster (94 FR 25141) announcing the intent to prepare a joint
EISEIR on the Mainstem Trinity R ver Fishery Restoration, and
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inviting conmments on the scope of the EISEIR On Novenber 21,
1994, Trinity County filed a Notice of Preparation with the State
Cl eari nghouse. Comments were received and consi dered and are
reflected in the DEIS/EIR nmade avail able for comrent through this
noti ce.

The DEIS/EIR is intended to acconplish the foll ow ng:
(1) Informthe public of the proposed action and alternatives;
(2) Address public comments received during the scoping period,
(3) Disclose the direct, indirect, and cunul ati ve environnent al
effects of the proposed action and each of the alternatives; and
(4) Indicate any irreversible commtnent of resources that
woul d result frominplenentation of the proposed action.

The DEI S/EIR reports the anticipated significant inpacts
resulting fromthe preferred alternative. They are as foll ows:

G oundwater- Significant declines in groundwater |evels could
occur in the Sacramento Valley and Tul are Basin regions; declines
in groundwater levels could result in increased |and subsidence
within limted areas within the San Joaquin Valley and Tul are
Basi n regions; additional groundwater punping could result in
upwel I'i ng of groundwater high in Total Di ssolved Solids into
producti ve groundwater zones within limted areas within the San
Joaquin Valley and Tul are Basin regions.

Water Quality, Fisheries and Aquatic Habitat- Potentially
significant short termturbidity inpacts to water quality in the
Trinity River Basin fromchannel rehabilitation projects;

i ncreased frequency of Sacranento River tenperature violations
and Shasta Reservoir carryover storage violations established in
the Sacranmento River winter run chinook sal non Bi ol ogi cal

Opi ni on; increased frequency of violation of state tenperature
obj ectives for the Sacranmento River; Increased nortality of
Sacranmento River fall run(l1 %9 and wnter run(2 % Chi nook sal non
popul ations; Reductions in Delta outflows are a potentially
significant inpact on Delta habitat; significant inpacts to Delta
Snmelt and Sacranento splittail as a result of changes in Delta
inflow to export ratios

Vegetation, WIldlife and Wetl ands- Construction of channel
rehabilitation projects in the Trinity River could result in a
| osses of vegetation and special status plant popul ations al ong
the Trinity River; construction could also result in direct
nmortality of foothill yellowlegged frogs or egg nasses, adult
western pond turtles and hatchlings and willow flycatcher nests
and young; nechani cal channel rehabilitation projects could

i npact wetl and resources adjacent to the Trinity River.



Recreation- High flows in the Trinity R ver could reduce a nunber
of recreation activities for at |least a portion of the recreation
season; increased frequency of dewatering boat ranps at Trinity
Lake; inpacts to public safety fromTrinity River flows that are
too high or too low (i.e.- outside the preferred range for
boating); inpacts to recreation activities fromturbidity
associated wth construction of the channel rehabilitation

proj ects.

Land Use- Increased flooding of Trinity R ver bridges and
resi dences; Potentially significant Municipal & ndustrial related
i npacts from decreased surface water supplies.

Agriculture- Substantially decreased irrigated acreage within the
San Felipe Unit of the CWP

Cul tural Resources- Inpacts fromTrinity R ver channel
rehabilitation projects.

Air Quality- Spawning gravel placenment and ot her heavy equi pnent
wor k associated with the alternatives would result in potentially
significant air quality inpacts as a result of fugitive dust.

Power - Potentially significant power-related inpacts from
decreased surface-water supplies.

Trinity County and the Service invite the public to comment on
the DEIS/EIR All conmments received will become part of the
public record and may be rel eased. The public wll have 60 days
fromthe date of the Federal Register Notice (COctober 19, 1999)
to review and cooment on this DEIS/EIR, and not |ess than 45 days
fromthe publication of this Notice of Availability, or Decenber
20, 1999, whichever is later. Witten comments regarding the
DEl S/ EI R shoul d be addressed to M. Joe Polos, Fish and Wldlife
Service, 1125 16th Street, Room 209, Arcata, CA 95521.

Witten coments nmay al so be sent by facsimle to (707) 822-8411.
Oral or witten coomments on this DEIS/EIR may al so be provided at
any of the four public hearings, except that the Decenber 7, 1999
hearing wll only be a hearing on the EIR portion of the
docunent. This notice is provided pursuant to Section 15087 of
the California Environnmental Quality Act Guidelines.

The Techni cal Appendi xes (TA) for this DEIS/EIR will be nmade
avai |l abl e upon request fromthe U S. Fish and Wldlife Service,
Arcata O fice, 1125 16th Street, Room 209, Arcata, CA 95521

(707) 822-7201. Docunents cited in the DEIS'EIR wi |l be avail able
for viewmng in Sacranento (U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service, 2800
Cottage Way, Suite W2606; 916-414-6464), Arcata (U.S. Fish and
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WIildlife Service, 1125 16th Street, Room 209; 707-822-7201), and
Weaverville (Trinity County Library, 211 N. Main Street,
Weaverville, California 96093, 530-623-1373).

Addi ti onal Addresses

Copies of the DEIS/EIR, or portions thereof, can be obtained at
the follow ng copy centers for duplication and mailing charges at
t he requesters expense: Sir Speedy, 601 North Mrket Boul evard,
350, Sacranento, California 95834, (916) 927-7171; Kinko's, 25

St anyan Bl vd, San Francisco, California 94118, (415) 750-1193;
and Kinko's, 2021 Fifth Street, Eureka, California 95501, (707)
445- 3334.

The DEIS/EIR will be available at the Fish and Wldlife Service
website at http://www. ccfwo.rl.fws.gov. Copies of the DEIS/ EIR
wi |l be avail able on conpact disc which, along wth a sumary,
can be obtained by contacting the Fish and Wldlife Service, 1125
16th Street, Room 209, Arcata, California 95521, (707) 822-7201.
The docunents are al so available for review at the foll ow ng
governnent offices and libraries:

Governnent OFfices

Fish and Wildlife Service, Coastal California Fish and Wldlife
O fice, 1125 16th Street, Room 209, Arcata, California 95521,
(707)822-7201; Fish and WIdlife Service, Sacranento Fish and
Wlidlife Ofice, 2800 Cottage Way, Suite W2606 , Sacranento,
California 95825, (916) 414-6464; Trinity County Pl anning
Departnent, 303 Trinity Lakes Blvd, Waverville, CA 96093 (530)
623- 1351, ext. 1; Trinity County Natural Resources Division, 98A
Cinic Ave., Hayfork, CA 96041, (530) 628-5949.

Li brari es

Al anmeda Free Library, 2264 Santa C ara Avenue, Al aneda,
California 94501- 4506, (510) 748-4669; Beal e Menorial Library,
701 Truxtun Ave, Bakersfield, California, 93301, (661) 868-0700;
Cesar Chaves Central Library, 605 N El Dorado St, Stockton
California, (209) 937-8415; California State Library, Information
and Reference Center, 914 Capitol Ml l, Room 301, Sacranento,
California 95814, (916) 654-0261; Colusa County Free Library, 738
Mar ket Street, Colusa, California 95932-2398, (530) 458-7671
Contra Costa County Library, 1750 OGak Park Boul evard, Pl easant
HIll, California 94523-4497, (510) 646-6423; Coos Bay Public

Li brary, 525 W Anderson Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon, 97420, (541)269-
1101; Del Norte County Library District, 190 Price Mall, Crescent
City,California 95531-4395, (707) 464-9793; Fresno County

Li brary, Central Branch, 2420 Mariposa St. Fresno, California,
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(559) 488-3195; Hunbol dt County Library, 1313 Third Street,
Eureka, California 95501-1088, (707) 269-1900; Hunboldt State
University Library, Hunboldt State University, Arcata, California
95521, (707) 826-4939; Lake County Library, 1425 N. Hi gh Street,
Lakeport, California 95453-3800, (707) 263-8816; Los Angel es
Public Library, 630 W Fifth Street, Los Angeles, California,
90071- 2097, (213) 228-7515; Marin County Free Library, 3501 Cvic
Center Drive, San Rafael, California 94903-4188, (415) 499-6051,
Mendoci no County Library-Ft. Bragg, 499 E Laurel St. Fort Bragg,
California, 95437, (707) 964-2020; Mendoci no County Library-

Uki ah, 105 N. Main Street, Ukiah, California 95482-4482, (707)
463-4491; Menlo Park Public Library, 800 Alna Street, Menlo
Park, California 94025-3460, (650) 858-3460; Merced County

Li brary, 2222 M St., Merced, California, 95340, (209) 385-7434;
Modesto Jr. Col |l ege Library, 425 Coll ege Ave, Mbdest o,
California, 95350, (209) 575-6498; Monterey Public Library, 625
Pacific Street, Minterey, California, 93940, (831) 646-3932;
Sacranento Public Library, 828 | Street, Sacranento, California
95814- 2589, (916) 264-2770; San Francisco Public Library, 100
Larkin Street, San Francisco, California 94102-4796, (415) 557-
4400; San Jose Public Library, 180 W San Carlos Street, San
Jose, California 95113-2096, (408) 277-4822; Santa Cruz Public
Li brary, 224 Church Street, Santa Cruz, California 95060-3873,
(408) 429-3532; Shasta County Library, 1855 Shasta Street,

Reddi ng, California 96001- 0460, (530) 225-5769; Siskiyou County
Free Library, 719 Fourth Street, Yreka, California 96097-3381,
(530) 842-8175; Sonoma County Library, Third and E Streets, Santa
Rosa, California 95404-4400, (707)545-0831; Tehama County

Li brary, 645 Madison Street, Red Bluff, California 96080-3383,
(530) 527-0607; Trinity County Free Library, 211 N. Main Street,
Weaverville, California 96093-1226, (530) 623-1373; WII ows
Public Library, 201 N. Lassen St., WIllows, California, 95988,
530-934-5156; Central Library, 801 SW 10th Avenue, Portl and,
Oregon 97205, (503)248-5123; and National C earinghouse Library,
624 Ninth Street, NW 600, Washi ngton, DC 20425, (202) 376-8110.

Dat ed: COctober 28, 1999.



